Welcome to Highcuts and Pas de Basques — the newsletter for dancers, teachers, parents and anyone
lelse who has a love, passion or just a passing interest in all things Highland Dancing. Hope you enjoy,
and hope you can contribute in the future! Ed
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It was a fine hot and sunny day at Daylesford Highland Gathering, on the first Saturday in December. There was &
fantastic turn out of dancers for the Victorian Championships, Aboyne Premierships, and supporting events, with all
four platforms running all day.

It is great to see so many Victorians dominating the place getting. Congratulations to all winners and to those who,
didn’t win but danced their hardest and congratulations to all the teachers who always spend so much time in training
their dancers to compete at their very best. Well Done!!

Results are as follows:-

7-12 years Victorian Championship 7-10 Aboyne Premiership
1st. Bronte Sage Vic 1st. Ava Wheatley Tas
2nd. Sophie Massy WA 2nd. Sophie Massy WA
3rd. Courtney Clarke NSW 3rd. Brooke Atikin WA
4th. Ava Wheatley Tas.
5th. Rebecca Hamilton SA 11 years Aboyne Premiership
6th Ashley Draper Tas. 1st. Ashley Draper Tas.

2nd. Bronte Sage Vic.
13/14/15 years Victorian Championship 3rd. Alycia Kennington Vic
1st. Madison Chrystie Vic
2nd. Chanel Aitkin WA 12 & 13 years Aboyne Premiership
3rd. Elie Roe Daniel Tas 1st. Courtney Clarke NSW
4th. Rebekah Benton Vic 2nd. Chelsea Brooks SA
5th. Angie Mitchell WA 3rd. Agnes Bersee SA

6th. Sarah Hanel SA.
14 years Aboyne Premiership

16 years & over Victorian Championship 1st. Chanel Aitkin WA
1st. Emily Brown Vic 2nd. Madison Chrystie Vic
2nd. Jacqui Houlihan Vic 3rd. Elie Roe-Daniel Tas
3rd. Ailsa Bouch Vic 4th. Rebekah Benton Vic

4th. Marita Everett Vic
5th. Chloe Miller SA

6th. Leonie Finlayson Vic 15/16/17 years Aboyne Premiership

1st. Jacqui Houlihan Vic
2nd Angie Mitchell WA

3rd. Elizabeth Alexander SA
4th Sarah Hanel SA.

18 years & Over Aboyne Premiership
1st. Emily Brown Vic

2nd. Marita Everett Vic

3rd. Ailsa Bouch Vic

4th. Tessa Bond. Vic
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Victorian Pipe Band
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Champion of Champions meetings are well underway and many things are in the process of being
discussed and finalised. We will be able to give more details soon, so stay tuned!!

One of the first of many fundraising events was a Trivia night which was held on Saturday 16™ April
at the Heathmont Scout Hall.

Numbers were down but still approximately 50 people from Scouts, Scottish Country Dancing and
Highland Dancing attended. A great night of socialising and fun was had by all, and the prizes of
chocolate and bottles of wine were definite hit!!

Coming up EVHDAI will be hosting a Fashion Parade — more details to follow, and of course there
are always sausage sizzles being conducted. Also don't forget to buy our pens — Highland Dancers
are for Reel !!. It will all help towards our target!

We have a big target to reach in the next three years so we need lots more fundraising. If you have
a great fundraising idea, please let your Association know, and it can be organised!! If you can
help in any way, it would be greatly appreciated as we want our State to shine!
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Can you hear that?........ | can...... Faintly in the
distance.....Ringing in my ears...... It's the sound of
bagpipes calling me back to Pas De Basque over the
Swordsin Scotland!

Along with six other dancers, one being my younger
sister Prudence, we all can't wait to “ Fling” our dreams
in Scotland this August 2011. My feet are thrilling with
excitement as | train with my ‘sensational’ teacher Cathy
Rees at Seyside Dance Sudio and practise with my
wonderful mum.

| would hate to count how many ‘sizzling sausages our
parents have cooked and sold on those long Saturdays;
rain hail and shine. We also had a successful Drive In
Movie Night at Berwick. Between sausages, craft stores
and popcorn all has contributed to cover some essential
Icosts, giving the seven of us our opportunity to dance in
Cowal at the World Championships Scotland.

One of the best experiences thus far in my training was
having the World Champion - Morgan Bamford and her
teacher Judy Clark come out from New Zealand to run a

ork-shop with our class. We all got to work alongside
Morgan. To be taught by both Judy and Morgan was a
truly great and rewarding experience. We enjoyed a
dinner out together celebrating our up and coming trip to
Scotland. Also a fun filled farewell dinner party as a class
and parents for our New Zealand guests; climaxing in a
‘spectacular’ demonstration of the “Sword Dance”
|danced by Morgan herself.

Some weeks ago | received a letter with a ‘ Royal Mail’
stamp on the outside, to my absolute delight, in response
to my application to dance under 16 at the ‘Braemar
Gathering’ before the patron of the gathering : Her
Majesty The Queen. There have been Braemar
Gatherings since the days of King Malcolm Canmore (900
yrs ago.) The Gathering has been organised formally
since 1832. On the first Saturday of September every year,
large crowds come to acclaim their Monarch as Chieftain
of the Braemar Gathering and this year | have been
accepted and have the great honour of dancing,
representing Australia along with Rebecca Smith (N.SW.),
before Her Royal Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11, at ‘The
Princess Royal and Duke of Fife Memorial Park,
Braemar’. | am so looking forward to shining my pumps
and readying my smile for an experience and memory that
will last a lifetime.

We 4till have a few Australian Championships to competg
in before August, and interstate dancing friends tg
reacquaint with, which is extremely exciting, but nothing
compares with the ‘thrill’ and ‘privilege of dancing
dances full of Scottish history, courage and determination
on Scottish soil. Thiswas my dream when | first put on my
black pumps, aged six, and danced my very firg]
competition at the 33" Forest Hill Festival in the Primary
section. | still have to ‘pivot turn and front cut’ to believg
| have another opportunity to realize my dreams off
dancing in Scotland, all thanks to my fabulous teacher,
older dancing role models and our encouraging
adjudicators and teachers around this great country o’i

ours, who often give young dancers ‘high cutting’ throug
those early levels, smiles of encouragement and words o
inspiration along the way.

Yes ... | can hear those distant bagpipes, however for the
present; | have my mind and body focussed on training. |
so look forward with anticipation and excitement to that
day in August when | finally walk once mor e through thoss
international doors at Tullamarine Airport. Boarding
with kilt and pumpsin hand luggage, on my flight:

Destination: Glasgow, Bonnie Scotland......
And dance to those bagpipes calling me back again.

Bronte Victoria Sage (12years)
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Name the year, venue and bonus points for naming any of the dancers
— Il give you a clue, it's not Australia
(some web surfing will give you the answer!!)
Answer — next edition
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